330                     THE FIRST BOOK OF

Then savage beasts bound o'er their slighted

food,

Struck with thy darts, and tempt the raging flood.
All nature is thy gift; earth, air, and sea;            20

Of all that breathes, the various progeny,
Stung with delight, is goaded on by thee.
O'er barren mountains, o'er the flowery plain,
The leafy forest, and the liquid main,,
Extends thy uncontrolled and boundless reign ;  25
Through all the living regions dost thou move,
And scatterest, where thou goest, the kindly

seeds of love.

Since, then, the race of every living thing
Obeys thy power; since notliing new can spring
Without thy warmth, without  thy influence

bear,                                                                 so

Or beautiful, or lovesome can appear;
Be thou my aid, my tuneful song inspire,
And kindle with thy own productive fire;
While all thy province, Nature, 1 survey,
And sing to Memmius an immortal lay                55

Of heaven and earth, and everywhere thy won-
drous power display;

To Memmius, under thy sweet influence born,
Whom thou with all thy gifts and graces dost

adorn.

The rather then assist my Muse and me,
Infusing verses worthy him and thee.                   40

Meantime on land and sea let barbarous discord

cease,

And lull the listening world in universal peace.
To thee mankind their soft repose must owe*
For thou alone that blessing canst bestow;
Because the brutal business of the war                 45

Is managed by thy dreadful servant's care;
Who oft retires from fighting fields, to prove
The pleasing pains of thy eternal love;